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The AIM of this document is to provide information to the ship’s Bridge Team to assist in 

constructing a passage plan into Port Otago. 

Once the pilot is on board, he will conduct a BRIEFING with the bridge team. Using the Master/Pilot 

Information Exchange (MPIE) overleaf, the pilot will agree the passage plan with the bridge team. 

Once the briefing is complete, the pilot will ‘take the con’ of the ship. The ship’s bridge team are 

required to continue their duties: 

 maintain a proper lookout 

 plot ship’s positions on the chart 

 assist the pilot by ensuring his helm and engine orders are correctly followed 

All Port Otago pilots are trained in Bridge Resource Management (BRM). Clear communication is 

vital thus the language on the bridge must be in English using the ‘closed-loop’ system. If the 

helmsman or any member of the bridge team is unclear about the pilot’s orders or intentions, the 

pilot will welcome such challenge. 

The helmsman must be experienced and able to speak and understand English. 

Both anchors must be available throughout the harbour area. If a ship loses steering or main 

engines, then every effort should be made to keep the vessel parallel to the channel. Please note 

that all vessels can experience squat and interaction effects due to the narrow channels and cross 

currents. If grounding, consider that the bow will suffer less damage than the stern due to rudder 

and propeller and/or azipods. 

A good radar should be designated for the pilot’s use: VRM set to 0.07 and a True Vector of 2 

minutes. The pilot may also choose to deploy a PPU as an additional aid to navigation. 

Finally, this document is subject to regular review. The online edition may differ from your pilot’s 

copy which will be the latest version. 
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Emergency Contact Numbers 

Port Otago Ltd GM Marine & Infrastructure (03) 472 9791 

021 828 710 

 Chief Pilot (03) 472 9717 

 Pilots Office (03) 472 9883 

 Harbour Control (03) 472 9882 

021 2298 882 

 PFSO 

Jim Binnie 

(03) 472 9702  

Ext 9810 

021 2298 810 

 APFSO 

Kelvin Te 

(03) 472 9884 

021 536 098 

 Health and Safety (03) 472 9797 

VHF Contacts Harbour Control VHF Ch 16,14,12 

 

   

   

Otago Regional Council Harbour Master 

 

Steve Rushbrook 

(03) 474 0827 

0800 474 082 

027 201 0592 or 

0275 835 5196 

Oil Pollution Hotline  0800 800 033 

Maritime Rescue 

Coordination Centre 

24 hours 0508 472 269  

Or VHF Ch 16 

   

All Emergencies  111 
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BERTH DETAILS – LOWER HARBOUR 

 

BERTH LENGTH DEPTH Min 

UKC 

Permissible 

Draft @ CD 

Approach 

Depth 

Hdg Ht (CD) 

C/T 300m 13.9m 0.4m 13.5m 13.5m 042/222 4.6m 

M/P 297m 14.0m 0.4m 13.6m 13.5m 020/200 4.6m 

Beach 412m 11.5m 0.3m 11.2m 13.5m 073/253 4.6m 

 

BERTH DETAILS – UPPER HARBOUR 
 

BERTH LENGTH DEPTH Min  

UKC 

Permissible 

Draft @ CD 

Approach 

Depth 

Hdg Ht 

(CD) 

Victoria T/U 177m 8.2m 0.3m 7.9m 5.8m 042/222 4.6m 

Victoria (CM)) 120m 7.1m  0.3m 6.8m 5.8m 042/222 4.6m 

Victoria X/Y 

210 x 25 m 

244 m 8.1m 0.3m 7.8m 6.8m 

 

042/222 4.6m 

O/J 

Basin Dia 

260m  

214m 8.2m 0.3m 7.9m 6.8m 089/269 4.6m 

Leith 

200 x 30m 

153m 8.2m 0.3m 7.9m 6.8m 

7.3m 

089/269 3.8m 

Leith  

200 x 35m 

153m 8.2m 0.3m 7.9m 6.8m 

7.3m 

089/269 3.8m 

LPG 62m 6.1m 0.3m 5.8m 6.7m  104/284 3.9m 

Ravensbourne 149m 8.2m 0.3m 7.9m 7.5m~ 073/253 4.4m 

Birch St  310m 6.7m 0.3m 6.4m 4.5m 084/264 4.7m 

Rattray * 397m 4.2m 0.3m 3.9m 4.5m 084/264 4.6m 

 
*** The Berth depths and permissible draughts are based on depths below Chart 

Datum ie Zero tide.   
~ If swinging in Dunedin depth of 6.8m will apply – Dunedin Basin depth of 6.8 m  
N.B. Prior to any movement to the berths refer to the latest sounding chart for the most 
recent sounding details.  Actual soundings may differ from the official NZ 6612 Chart. 

Berths marked with * are historical data 
 

 
The following table outlines the Static UKC values within Port Otago. 
 

Area Static UKC 
allowance 

Channel for Vessel other than Tankers and Bulk Carriers > 30.5 m beam 10% of draught 
 or 0.8 m 

Tankers and Bulk Carriers > 30.5 m Beam  - Victoria Channel 1.25 m 

Dunedin Area – South of Beacon No 67 0.6 m 

Berthing Boxes – Dunedin, Ravensbourne and Beach St – Port 
Chalmers 

0.3 m 

Berthing Boxes – C/T and M/P berths – Port Chalmers 0.4 m 
 






