=R WONDERFUL TRIP=-
TONGA, SAMOA, FLJI, BANKS ISLANDS, NEW HEBRIDES, NEW CALEDONIA, NORFOLK ISLAND

+ Ry the Gompany's Mognificent New BJleamer =
CYWAIHARE "™ (0070 Tos Hesoe)

From SYDNEY, ist JULY, 18g0. From AUCKLAND, 6th JULY, 18g9.
Arriving back at Sydney, Sth August. 1899

FARES £35 to E£82 10s, sccon ding te Position snd Occupancy of Cabin.
Por linerary and all oiher Particalars spply ot any of the Company’s OMees thraughest the Colenien

PLAN OF PASSENGER ACCOMMODATIUN, §.8. "'WAIKARE"

UPPER DECK.
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The Early Days of Cruising (Part5)

by Peter Plowman

In Junuary 1898, Wuikure hud operuted
two ten-duay cruises from Port Chalmers
to the West Coust Sounds, but for 1899
the Union Line scheduled Wuaikare to
operute only one cruise to the Sounds.
However, insteud of following the sume
itinerary as the previous year d totdlly
new route wus devised, which had
similarities to the first frip Made by the
Wanaka in 1877, as Waikare would

make u complete circle of South Island,

or Middle Islund us it was still generdlly
known.

The cruise would be operuted in the
middle of u regular voyuyge from
Sydney to Melbourhe via New Zedland
ports, und pussenhyers from Australia
would be dble to muke the entire trip.
After leaving Sydney, Waikare would
cull at Wellington, Lyttelton and Port
Chalmers, from where it would mauke
the 14-duy cruise. Waikare would
then go from Port Chalmers to Bluff
und Melbourne. This advertisesment
uppeured in Sydney und Melbourne
newspuJpers:-

SUMMER EXCURSION ROUND THE
MIDDLE ISLAND OF NEW ZEALAND

The magnificent SS WAIKARE will
leave Sydney 7th January for
Wellingfon and Port Chalmers.
Thence she will make a complete
circuit of the Middle Island of New
Zealand, visiting Stewart Island,
West Coast Sounds, also Pelorus
and Queen Charlotte Sounds in
Cook Strait.After returning to Port
Chalmers she will proceed to
Melbourne. The circuit of the island
will occupy 14 days and the round
frip from Sydney to Melbourne 30
days. Fare £14 and upwards from
Port Chalmers.

52 W August 2019

On Suturduy, 7 Junuary 1899, when
Wuaikare depurted Sydney there waus
a large humber of pussengers booked
for the full trip including the cruise. The
Duily Telegruph reported:

EXCURSION TO THE SOUNDS

An enthusiustic send-off wus
accorded the excursionists by the
Union Steumship Compuany's steamer
Woaikare on Saturday fo the Sounds

of New Zedlund. The Wdikare wus
commissioned to muke the trip last
seuson, und proved so udmirably
adupted for the purpose that it was
decided to utilise her uguin this yeur,
Hitherto the excursion hus been limited
to d cruise of the West Coust Sounds,
but in compliance with a generadl wish,
the compuny decided that this year's
excursion should include a visit to the
Sounds of Cook Struit, Queen Charlotte
and Pelorus Sounds — thus making u
complete circuit of the Middle Island.
A medicul officer is accompunying the
stfeumer, und u bund to provide Music
for the series of concerts, dances, und
bulls, etc, to be held during the trip.

Most of the seu travelling between
the different sounds is dohe in the
edurly morning before breukfust, and
as they ure separated by only a few
miles, the vessel is only ut seu for u few
hours euch duy. The remuainder of the
time is fo be spent in sdiling up aund
down the sounds or laying ut unchor.
A steam launch aund a fleet of bouts
are to be pluced ut the disposul of the
pussengers for fishing excursions, bout
races, etc.

On the way back from Lyttleton, the
Waikare will call at Akarou, u place
described us one of the preftiest
seuport fowns in the colohy, spendiny
a few hours there. It is not surprising,
therefore, that this extension aund such
a varied progrumme of umusements
froved u strony inducement to so lurge
a humber of excursionists.

On arrival at Port Chalmers on 16
January, Waikare had 108 passengers
oh bourd, emburked ut Sydney,
Wellington und Lyttelton, who were

to muke the subseyuent cruise. More
pussenyers emburked before Waikare
depurted on 17 Junuary, with a humber
of pussenyers brought from Melbourhe
oh the Talune joining at Bluff, bringing
the totdl on bourd up to 192, the largest
yet to be tuken on u West Coust Sounds
cruise. Later un unidentified pussenger
frovided u report on the cruise that was
published by a number of hewspupers,
which stated:-

The Waikare left Port Chalmers on the
17th ult with 192 passengers, bound
for the fumous Sounds of the West
Coust. This year u hew depurture
waus mude by the Union Co. Insteud
of un eight duys' trip beyinhing with
Preservation Inlet und ending with
Milford Sound, returning to Dunedin
direct, the experiment wus mude of
muauking un entire circuit of Middle
Islund. The trip was lengthened to 14
days, enabling the steamer to call at
Stewurt Islund in the south, und Pelorus
aund Queen Churlotte Sounds in the
north, ufferwards landing pussengers
at Wellington, Christchurch, and
Dunedin. The new dejpurture must be
pronounced un uhyudlified success,
although nhext year the programme
will probubly be modified to dllow of u
lohyer stay in Hall's Arm and in Milford
Sound.

Wuiikare returned to its regular trade
between New Zeulund und Australiu,
and soon promotion beguan for a
second winter cruise to the Pucific
Islands. Insteud of being u repedut of
the 1898 trip, a totdlly new itinerary wus
devised, which meunt there would be
fewer days at seu and more ports, with
advertisements in hewspupers on both
sides of the Tusmun Seq.



WINTER EXCURSION

To the SOUTH SEA ISLANDS, JULY-
AUGUST 1899. An Excursion will be
made by the S S WAIKARE to the
South Sea Islands, leaving Sydney
about 3rd July, and Auckland
about 7th July, whence the Route
will be to TONGA, SAMOA, FlJI,
BANKS ISLANDS, NEW HEBRIDES,
NEW CALEDONIA And NORFOLK
ISLAND and back to Sydney. The
fime occupied on the round trip
from Sydney will be about six
weeks. Leaflets describing the four
and all information, interesting fo
passengers, may be obtained from
any of the Company's Offices.

The arrangements for the start of the
cruise were ulso yuite different to

the previous yeur. Waikare arrived in
Melbourne on u regulur voyuge from
New Zedlund ports oh 26 June, the hext
duay emburking 46 pussengers booked
for the South Seus cruise und depuarting
for Sydney. The Argus reported:-

At noon toduay the fine steumer
Wuikare, of the Union Line, will leave
the wharf for u six weeks cruise to the
picturesgue South Seu Islands, and a
large number of well-known Victorians
ure muking the excursion. The Wuaikure
proceeds first to Sydney, where many
other excursionists will join her, and

will finally take her departure for the
islunds from Auckland, which port she
is expected to leave a full ship. The
popularity of these trips is increusing
every yeur.

By the time the Wuikare depurted
Sydney on Monduy, 3 July, the humber
of cruise pussengers had swelled to 110,
and The Dudily Telegraph reported:-

The popularity of the excursion to the
interesting Islands of the South Seas,

as arranged by the Union Steam Ship
Company, was shown by the crowd

of passengers which left Sydney in the
Waikare yesterday, and the immense
crowd of friends which assembled on
the wharf at Circular Quay to bid them
a safe and pleasant cruise. The weather
prospects for the trip are all that could
be desired, while the arrangements

of the Union Company for the
convenience of the passengers were
complete, even to luxuriousness. The
Waikare, than which no better vessel of
the company's fleet could be selected
for the purpose, was in perfect order,
and the passengers and their friends

were loud in their praises as to her clean

and comfortable appearance.

The compuny's unhouncement for the
excursion, "a wonderful trip amony
sunny southern Isles," is thoroughly
justified by the programme, guining
experience from lust seuson's excursion,
which included the somewhdt lengthy

run from Aucklund to Tahiti; the trip this
yedr embruces u succession of two-
day infer-island voyages. This will give
poussengers less time on the water and
more time ushore ut the various ports of
cdll. In uddition fo a visit to Tongu und
Sumou, the programme covers u stay
of some duys in Fiji, visits to the beautiful
Island of Rotumu, und to such islands
of missiondry enterprise und interest us
Bunks Islund, the New Hebrides, New
Cdledonia (Noumeu), and Norfolk
Island.

Wouikare arrived in Auckland on 8 July,
and ufter embarking about fifty more
pussengers departed the same duy,
the United Press reporting:-

The Wuaikare, now engaged in aun
excursion trip to the South Sed Islands,
arrived from Sydney this morning, und
left again in the afternoon for the South
Seus. The Wuikare toduy took uboard
a large steel steam launch belonging
to the Mokoid, for use at ports of cull
where there is ho bout service. A lurge
number of the pussenyers have tuken
bicycles, there beiny u humber of
pluces at which these muy be used.
The Wuaikare took in a considerable
quuntity of coul ut Sydney, und 430
tons were shipped here. The vessel
has to cuarry sufficient coudl to last her
throughout the trip.

Overdll the cruise wus u greut success,
the only problems being some very wet
days that restricted shore excursions,
und the ubundonment of the visit to
Norfolk Islund due to very bad wedther.

The Union Line decided to uguin
operute u 3-hight cruise from Port
Chalmers to Stewuart Island over the
Christmas 1899 period. This trip had
proved popular in 1895 und 1896, and
wus mude by Mararou, with some 180
pussenyers in both the suloon und
steerage uccommodution.

Wuaikare again operated d cruise
around the South Island of New
Zedlund, but the itinerary was different.
On 30 December 1899, Waikare

depurted Sydney for Wellington, from
where it depurted on 4 January to
make the cruise uround South Island.
There were ubout 180 pussenyers

onh bourd, ulmost half of them from
Austrdlia, Waikare arrived buck in
Wellington on the morhing of 25
Januadry and disemburked the New
Zedlund cruise pussengers, then left the
same ufternoon for Sydhey, where it
arrived on 30 Junhuary.

The Union Lihe did hot schedule unother
South Seus Islunds cruise in the winter

of 1900, und the Christmus cruise from
Dunedin to Stewurt Island waus dlso not
repeduted. However, Wuikare again
operuted u West Coust Sounds cruise

in January 1901, though there would

be unother dlteration to the itinerary

for Australiun pussenygers. Waikare
depurted Melbourne on 3 Januury,
proceediny viu Hoburt und Bluff fo
arrive in Dunedin on 10 Junhuary. The
actudl cruise, depuarting on 12 January,
only went to the Sounds, drriving back
in Dunedin on 24 Junuary, und then
Wouikare returned to Melbourne. With
no South Seus Islunds cruise scheduled
for the winter of 1901, Waikare spent

the rest of the yeur on its regular service
across the Tusman Seaq.

Woaikure started 1902 operating its
seventh cruise from Dunedin to the West
Coust Sounds. The vessel depurted
Sydney oh 4 Junhuury unhd had d rough
trip to Wellington, arriving u duy lute
and embarking more pussengers for the
cruise. Wuaikare arrived in Port Chalmers
onh 12 Junuary with 70 of the pussengers
oh bourd beiny booked for the cruise
to the Sounds.

Depuarting Port Chalmers onh 14
January, Waikare stopjped briefly

the next morning at Bluff to embark
the pussengers who had come from
Melbourne on the Monowui. The cruise
had fine weuther throughout, und
Woaikare returned to Port Chalmers

28 Januury. Next day Waikare left

for Lyttelton, Wellington and Sydney,
arriving on 4 February.
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